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New Comprehensive Approach Aims to Modernize 100-Year-Old 

Meat Inspection Process 
Leveraging an integrated approach to meat inspection, involving serology testing, to improve 

the pork value chain 
 

AUSTIN, Texas — (Aug. 21, 2017) —  In an effort to modernize the meat inspection 
process for the first time since the mid-1880s, Thermo Fisher Scientific will present a new 
and more efficient approach to help protect consumers from potential health hazards during 
the 12th Safe Pork Conference in Foz do Iguassu, Brazil, Aug. 21-24.   
 
In addition to safeguarding consumers from foodborne pathogens, meat inspections also help 
monitor disease in national herds and flocks by providing information to the producer. The 
current inspection method involves palpation and incisions of organs and lymph nodes, with 
each carcass subject to the same inspection procedure regardless of the animal’s origin. 
 
In an increasingly competitive market environment, with pressure on margins, globalized 
trade and active media reporting, a modern, integrated approach to meat inspection is needed.   
 
At the conference, Patrik Buholzer, senior product manager for swine diagnostics at Thermo 
Fisher Scientific, will present a meat inspection concept that highlights additional data 
producers require to better protect their value chain. In this modernized approach, blood 
samples taken at the abattoir from a representative number of animals are tested for 
antibodies against zoonotic pathogens. The results are fed back to the producer and, if 
needed, corrective measures can be implemented at the farm.  
 
Success of corrective measures at the production site is monitored in every batch of animals 
delivered to the slaughterhouse. This comprehensive approach supports continuous 
monitoring and improvement of the value chain. 
 
“The continuous improvement of the pork value chain helps reduce production costs,” said 
Martin Guillet, global head and general manager of AgriBusiness at Thermo Fisher 
Scientific. “It also helps protect livestock and consumers in an efficient, effective and holistic 
way that demonstrates our company mission of enabling our customers to make the world 
healthier, safer and cleaner.”  
   
Thermo Fisher offers a comprehensive panel of diagnostic solutions for the most important 
zoonotic pathogens in swine: Trichinella, Toxoplasma, Salmonella, Hepatitis E virus and 
Mycobacterium avium. 
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For more information about the Applied Biosystems harvest panel, please visit 
www.thermofisher.com/harvestsolutions 
 
 
About Thermo Fisher Scientific 
 
Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. is the world leader in serving science, with revenues of $18 
billion and more than 55,000 employees globally. Our mission is to enable our customers to 
make the world healthier, cleaner and safer. We help our customers accelerate life sciences 
research, solve complex analytical challenges, improve patient diagnostics and increase 
laboratory productivity. Through our premier brands – Thermo Scientific, Applied 
Biosystems, Invitrogen, Fisher Scientific and Unity Lab Services – we offer an unmatched 
combination of innovative technologies, purchasing convenience and comprehensive support. 
For more information, please visit www.thermofisher.com. 
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Image #1 Continuous improvement of the value chain  
Blood samples taken at the abattoir are tested for antibodies against zoonotic pathogens. The results are fed back 
to the producer and, if needed, corrective measures can be taken at the intervention points. Success is then 
monitored in every batch delivered to the slaughterhouse. This comprehensive approach supports continuous 
improvement of the value chain. 

 
 
Image #2 Serology testing 

 
 
Image #3 
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